Report on the People's Biodiversity Register (PBR) Project

The People's Biodiversity Register (PBR) is a government initiative by the State of Maharashtra, aimed at
documenting the biodiversity within local ecosystems. Nanasaheb Yashavantrao Narayanrao Chavan Arts, Science,
and Commerce College, Chalisgaon, has been entrusted with implementing this project across 10 selected villages
in the Chalisgaon tahasil.

The project is coordinated by Dr. K. B. Bendre, with the active involvement of seven professors from the
college. Additionally, five students from the college have been selected from each of the 10 villages to assist in
compiling the necessary data.

Key Objectives:
1. Documentation of Local Biodiversity:
o Compile comprehensive records of the flora, fauna, and traditional ecological knowledge in each
village.
2. Community Engagement:
o Involve local communities in biodiversity conservation by raising awareness and providing training
on the importance of biodiversity.
3. Capacity Building:
o Train local villagers to effectively contribute to and maintain the People's Biodiversity Register.
Project Activities:
1. Data Collection:
o Coordination with Local Authorities:

» Initial contact was established with the Sarpanch (village head) and Gramsevak (village
secretary) of each selected village. This was essential for gaining support and ensuring
smooth data collection.

o Data Compilation:

» The selected students, guided by the professors, collected data on local biodiversity,
traditional knowledge, and resources. This involved field visits, interviews with villagers,
and documentation of species.

2. Induction Program:
o An induction program was organized for the selected students and professors to familiarize them
with the objectives, methods, and importance of the PBR project.
o This program included sessions on data collection methodologies, ethical considerations in handling
traditional knowledge, and the overall impact of the project on biodiversity conservation.
3. Training Programs for Villagers:
o Formation of Biodiversity Management Committees (BMC):

= Villagers were guided on the formation and functioning of Biodiversity Management
Committees (BMC) in their respective villages.

= BMCs are crucial for the sustainable management and conservation of biodiversity at the
local level.

o Recording Biodiversity Registers:

» Detailed training was provided on how to maintain and update the Biodiversity Register.
This included instructions on identifying species, documenting traditional knowledge, and
ensuring the accuracy of records.

Outcomes:
e The project successfully initiated the process of documenting and preserving biodiversity in the selected
villages.

o Students gained practical experience in fieldwork and community engagement, contributing to their
academic and professional growth.

e The villagers were empowered with knowledge and skills to actively participate in biodiversity
conservation, ensuring the sustainability of the project.

Future Steps:

o Continuous monitoring and updating of the Biodiversity Registers.

o Expanding the project to additional villages within the tahasil.

o Further engagement with local schools and communities to foster a culture of biodiversity conservation.
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